
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear brethren, 

 

Greetings. Here we are into another New Year. We often feel the New Year, will give us 

perhaps what the old year failed to 

deliver. We live with new hopes, new 

starts,new resolutions, new relationships, 

new jobs and new opportunities, as if 

this, New Year will deliver it all.  But 

sadly we reach an end of another year 

and come to realize that it never 

delivered and never fulfilled what we 

hoped it would.  I think God often 

teaches us that though we long for great 

things to happen here on earth, it will 

never be reached fully while we live in 

this fallen world. We sometimes forget 

that we are not home yet and that we are 

East of Eden (Gen 4:16). That “the Lord 

sent us out” (Gen 3:23) like Cain forced 

to restlessly wander the earth. Like Cain we are always traveling, never arriving. ( Gen 4:12) 

Home continues to evade us.  We were created to live in the garden of God. There we were to 

adore and serve his infinite majesty, and know, enjoy and reflect his infinite beauty. Sadly we 

lost that and were removed from that place with God. But the good news is that one day Christ 

will return. Paul says, “When Christ comes again, those who belong to him will be raised to 

life, and then the end will come.” (1 Cor. 15:23-24) Paul continues in (2 Cor. 5:8) “then we 

will be, home with the Lord”. That’s when we will be able to hang up our shoes and enjoy 

once again being fully in his presence. A place where there will be “no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain—for the old order of things has passed away”. (Rev 21:4)  In the meantime 

we continue to keep our work boots on and “be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, know that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 15:58) 

 

It was great to see 

several of our 

youth be baptized 

in 2016. In Nov. 

the youth led the 

Sunday morning 

worship service 

and they did a 

wonderful job. 

The girls greeted 
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at the door and prepared the Lord’s Supper.  Several of the boys led the singing and led us around the 

Lord’s Supper and did a short lessons for us. We were all encouraged to see their progress and 

involvement. 

 

One of the members who is a single parent has had a back operation and so the church decided that we 

needed to go and clean her house while in hospital and work on her yard. We had 40 involved, some 

made meals for her and froze them while 

others cleaned inside her house and others 

worked on her yard. It was so encouraging 

for all and to see her tears of joy and thanks 

for helping her through this season. 

 

I have been traveling and preaching 

this last month. I have been taking 

some of the students and members 

with me.  We went to Hamilton 

West church of Christ and it was 

good timing as they had some 

visitors there and one man in the 

picture above, John Withers said he 

learned a lot about God’s word and asked about a Bible study so I got one of the leaders to 

follow up with him. The students did a 

good job in mixing and encouraging 

members. 

 

We also had a wonderful Disciples 

Making Disciple’s weekend. It was a 

wonderful reminder of our mission and 

goal as a church recently with 

gathering ideas on evangelism. 

 

Melinda has continued to set up a 

platform for the female students to 

lead ladies class and develop their 

teaching. This also allows her to 

encourage them in their growth 

and development. It’s a good 

experience for the women 

students. 

 

  The end of year graduation from 

SPBC went well and it was 

encouraging to be able to see 

these students complete there 2 

years preparation to make a 

difference for the Lord in the 

different places around the world.  There were 6 graduates this year. Cecelia is from China and graduated 



this year. Bobby is from the Islands of Fiji and has his wife and daughter here. He will do the Third year 

this coming year.    

 

Recently my friend and brother in Christ came 

back for a visit from South Africa after being 

away over 4 years, Andy Taylor and I grew up together and at the age of 21 owned our own food 

business together. We ended up selling it and traveling around the world for 3 years in our early 20s 

and it was when we were in Southern California in  1978 that Andy and I were providently led to the 

church of Christ in Ventura California where both of us were baptized into Christ. This was a picture 

of us when were we in Scotland at the age of 23 years old about 6 months after our conversion. We 

have grown a little larger over the 

years. Oh what happened to the hair?  

It was so good seeing him still 

faithful and strong in the Lord. Andy 

stayed 6 days with us and it was a 

rich time of fellowship and 

reminiscing. 

 

Andy went with me to a Bible study at a 

farm house in the country. The 

Whakatane group has some farmers who 

are interested in studying the Bible. So we 

had 35 at the Bible study that I led.  It was 

great having Andy there so we 

could share our conversion story 

with the group. The picture 

above, was taken after the study. 

It reminded me of  Ex.13:21 The 



“Pillar of cloud by day that led them on the way”  We felt very led that day. 

 

 

Melinda and I and Nathan flew to Coolangatta, Queensland, 

Australia and spent 6 days with Aaron and Angelique for 

Christmas. It was great to be  together.  We had a seafood 

Christmas Eve dinner and flew home on Christmas day as the 

flights were a lot cheaper. It was 
great being taken out with Aaron on 

the diving boat. They put lunch on 

for us with the other 85 people on 

board. I had to earn my free trip 

though, as Nathan and I helped clean 

up and work on the boat. Great time 

being with them. As always when 

you have children and grandchildren 

in different continents it makes it 

very hard to all be together at once.. 

We missed having Abby and the 

grandkids there since they live in 

southern California. 

 

 

Melinda and the ladies enjoyed a 

Christmas evening at church. There 

are 7 different countries and 

cultures represented in that picture 

so it was nice for them to learn from 

each other about Christmas in other 

places.  

 

Again we want to thank you for 

your ceaseless prayers and tireless 

support for us and our work.  

 

Blessings, Chris and Melinda 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 


